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Explore Wilderness

Home to animals seen and unseen,
Mount Rainier’s wilderness is an
evolving landscape of forests, mead-
ows, glaciers, and craters. Wilderness
performs functions essential to life
on Earth. Melting snow produces
fresh water. Plants pump oxygen into
the atmosphere. Protecting the
mountain’s wild places, and the wild-
life and the natural processes they
support, will become ever more
essential in our developing world.

Beyond the roads and parking lots is
wild land. Over 97 percent of the
park is wilderness legally protected
by the 1964 Wilderness Act—untram-
meled, free from development; a
place to recreate and find solitude.
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Snowshoeing in the
park (above). The
park’s wilderness is
habitat to wildlife
such as this spotted
owl (right).
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Winter at Paradise
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Black-tailed deer
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Box Canyon on Stevens
Canyon Road

NPS / STEVE REDMAN

Mount Rainier from
Tipsoo Lake
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Hike amid ancient trees
and past waterfalls on
the Eastside Trail.
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Meet the People

People have been coming to Mount
Rainier for more than 9,000 years.
Archeological findings suggest that
Native Americans hunted, gathered,
and conducted spiritual and ceremo-
nial activities on the mountain. Their
descendants maintain a special
connection with the mountain to
the present day.

Black bear
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Wildlife habitat

and ecosystems

shift with changes

in climate.
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Witness Change

Though the mountain may convey a
sense of permanence, Mount Rainier
is anything but permanent. Ice and
rock continually break away from the
peak. Glaciers and rivers transport
debris and water down the moun-
tain, and often wreak havoc with
roads and park buildings. Subalpine
meadows, buried beneath deep
snow most of the year, rapidly bloom
once the snow melts. Animals must
adapt to this ever-changing environ-
ment, migrate, or die.

Inspired, mountain clubs, scientists,
and communities successfully
lobbied Congress to create Mount
Rainier National Park in 1899.

In the late 1800s, miners, entrepre-
neurs, and tourists recognized the
mountain’s potential to provide
wealth and recreation. They came chapter of the
with the hope to prosper, to recreate, park’s history.
and simply to breathe the clear wes

mountain air.

These projectile
points, made 2,500
years ago, reveal a

As Earth’s temperature rises, it is
unclear how such a change will affect
the mountain’s dynamic forces, its
plants, animals, or ourselves.
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